
VOL. XXXVII, NUMBER 3 

MAY 2011 
 

American Helvetia 

Philatelic Society 

 

   

Landi ’39: Part II 
Unifying the Swiss with War Looming 

by Richard T. Hall 

Part I of this article was published in the September 2010 TELL.  It traced some of the rationale 
behind the Swiss National Exhibition of 1939, and recounted special stamps and flights in 
conjunction with the Exposition. 

  The Exposition came to be popularly known as the “Landi” which is a shortened version of the 

German title Schweizerische Landesausstellung, quite a mouthful! 

 Given all this publicity what did the visitor to the Landi see and 

experience?  To answer this question let’s look at the postcards sold 

there.  There were two classes of postcards sold at the Landi.  The first 

were those with apparent official sanction based on the use of the wing 

and four-ring logo (Figure 19) with three-languge text and a numbering 

system apparently assigned in blocks to the various publishers (Figure 

20).  These numbers were prefixed by “L.A.” (LandesAusstellung).  The 

other class included postcards for restaurants on the grounds of the 

Landi, cards produced by companies whose wares were on display, 

souvenir photographs, and other privately-produced cards. 

 The Landi was located on opposite banks of the Lake of Zürich 

just above its outflow to form the Limmat River.  The left bank area is 

known as Enge, the right Riesbach (Figures 21 and 22 respectively, 

taken from the official visitor’s guide to the Exposition).  The two 

venues had two distinctive themes.  The principal entrance into the 

Landi was on the Enge 

side.  Here the visitor was 

reminded of the historical 

heritage of defense, the 

unity of the nation, and 

the importance of com-

merce and products to the economy.  In contrast, the Riesbach 

venue celebrated the diversity of the nation, its varying 

customs, cuisine, and drink!  Figures 23, 24, and 25 show 

aerial photographs of both venues. 

 

 Figure 19. Flags of the Landi, 

Switzerland, and Canton Zürich (L.A. 

1300, no publisher given). 
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We congratulate Dick Hall on the 

publication in the April American 

Philatelist – as the cover story, no 

less! – of a similar article.  That 

printed article is supplemented by 

a web-based tour of the Landi; see 

www.stamps.org/AP-Albums! 
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 The visitor to the Landi could get off 

a streetcar, bus, or taxi right at the Enge 

entrance.  As he approached the ticket 

booth he could see a large tower with an 

aerial cable car crossing the lake (Figure 

26).  After purchasing his ticket and pass-

ing through the entrance gates, he could 

check his coat, buy some souvenirs, or ask 

for information.  Just inside the Enge en-

trance gate was located one of four post of-

fices operating during the Landi.  Figure 27 

shows a cover (cropped) stamped with the 

special Eingang Enge postmark.  Figure 28 

shows a picture of the Eingang Enge   post  

office   taken  from  a special presentation 

album produced by the Swiss P.T.T. and 

given to officials associated with the Expo-

sition. 

 Upon entering the main grounds of 

the Landi, a ramp led up to the Höhen-

strasse (High Street), a half-mile-long ele-

vated walkway traversing the entire length 

(continued on page 8) 

 

 
Fig. 20. Exposition “official”  postcard with the Landi 

logo and text at the upper left and the “L.A.” number 

and publisher’s name at lower left. 

 

 

 Fig. 21. Bird’s eye view left bank or Enge venue of the Landi on the 

shore of the Lake of Zürich. 

 Fig. 22. Bird’s eye view right bank or Riesbach venue of the Landi on the 

shore of the Lake of Zürich. 
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President’s Column 

 I hope to see as many of you as possible at 

the upcoming AHPS convention June 3rd-5th at 

NAPEX. The show will take place at the McLean 

(Virginia) Hilton at Tyson's Corner, a suburb of 

D.C.  There will be great exhibits to view, good fel-

lowship and a restaurant outing or two, and excel-

lent programs.  Meet the AHPS leadership, 

including your TELL Editor, George Struble, and 

the Editor Dick Hall, who edited what we like to 

call The Book, namely PHILATELY OF SWIT-

ZERLAND.  If you are really nice to him, he might 

sign your copy!  If you do not have a copy yet, some 

of the last copies of the original press run will be 

available for sale. 

 If you can arrive by Thursday, June 2nd, be 

sure to sign up for the 1:30 p.m. guided tour of the 

Smithsonian National Postal Museum.  Our spe-

cial guide will be Cheryl Ganz, who is currently 

the Curator of Philately.  This is a rare opportuni-

ty to get an insider's look at our nation's stamp col-

lection.  Cheryl has described this as her "dream 

job" and her enthusiasm is wonderful to see.  If you 

want to go, please RSVP NOW per the instructions 

in the next column. 

 (Continued on page 13) 

 

AHPS Convention at 

NAPEX 2011: June 3-5 
You still have time to plan a trip to NAPEX 

and attend the AHPS convention. The show will 

take place in McLean, Virginia, just outside of 

Washington, D.C. Visit www.napex.org for show 

and hotel information.  

Spend your first day at the Smithsonian. 

Enjoy the private, curator-led tours there. On the 

show’s opening day, stop by the AHPS host table to 

sign in and see club offerings. Be sure to attend the 

programs and general meeting, where you can 

meet society officers. Don’t forget to bring dupli-

cates or collections to swap and trade on Sunday 

morning.  

While at the show, spend a few hours work-

ing at the host table, where you will meet other 

collectors.  This is an opportunity to encourage 

others to collect Switzerland. Swiss philately offers 

so much! Promote our presentations. Encourage 

newcomers to attend the Switzerland: A Panorama 

of Its Stamps program and view club publications! 

The show will feature at least fourteen 

Swiss exhibits, filling about seventy frames show-

casing classics to twentieth century, postal history 

to stationery, and airmail to Campione d’Italia. 

Exhibitors love to share stories about their materi-

al and research, so be sure to ask for a private 

showing! Also attend the judges’ critique to learn 

more about how to exhibit and improve exhibits. 

AHPS Schedule of Events at NAPEX 

(Visit www.napex.org for complete and updated 

show schedule and locations) 

Thursday, June 2 

• 9:00 am: NEW offering: Gem and Mineral ex-

hibit at Smithsonian Natural History Museum. 

Contact Paul W. Pohwat, pohwatp@si.edu for res-

ervations. 

• 1:30 pm: AHPS tour of Smithsonian National 

Postal Museum. Contact Cheryl Ganz, cheryl-

ganz@yahoo.com. 

• 3:00 – 7:00 pm: set up exhibits 

(Continued on page 13) 

 

Philately of Switzerland 

Approaches Sell-out! 
 Thanks to some wonderful reviews in 

Linn’s Stamp News, the London Philatelist, and 

elsewhere, I am pleased to report that the Society’s 

initial order of 300 copies of the gold medal win-

ning Philately of Switzerland has sold out.  We are 

now accepting orders for the last 50 books printed 

and “optioned” to the Society.  If you haven’t yet 

bought your copy, this may be your last chance.  

Philatelic literature often becomes collectible in its 

own right and rises in value after it goes out of 

print.   

 With our $10 membership discount, AHPS 

members in the United States can order for only 

$55 the same book that foreign non-members have 

been willingly paying $96 for.  I expect to have a 

few copies available for sale at our meeting at NA-

PEX June 3-5 but if you can’t attend or want to 

beat the rush, please send your check (payable to 

AHPS) to me at Bruce Marsden (AHPS), 20 Whit-

ney Road, Short Hills, NJ 07078.  Because of high 

postage costs, Canadian members please remit 

US$70 and overseas members please send US$86.  

Thanks and happy collecting! 

If you’re going to try cross-country skiing, 

start with a small country! 
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Swiss Bread for British POWs 

A Brief Overview of the Supply of Bread and Other Goods to British POWs in Germany  
via the British Legation Depot in Bern During the First World War.  

by Derrick Slate 

This article was published in the Helvetia Philatelic Society Newsletter in April 2011.  It is 
reprinted here with the gracious permission of the Helvetia Philatelic Society and the author. 

 An interesting part of our hobby is collecting items you have not seen before.  You might find 

something, add it to your collection or place it in a box and years later discover what it is.  Originally, I 

acquired receipt cards for 4/- for Bread, sent from the British Section of the Bureau de Secours aux 

Prisonniers de Guerre, British Legation, Bern, to U.K.  Then some years later I bought receipt cards from 

Germany to the same Legation.  Copies of these last cards were sent to various friends and all of their 

responses at the time were "no idea".  Then gradually the picture formed and it became clear that the two 

types of cards were linked.  My long search for more material and much help from a specialist collector has 

enabled me to write this article. 

 The War Office stated in 1914 that some of 

the bread sent to British Prisoners in Germany from 

England was in bad condition and delays on the 

journey made it uneatable, even before it reached its 

destination. Under best conditions it took ten days to 

three weeks to reach prisoners.  Letters from 

Prisoners of War showed that bread was in great shortage and that bread in the camps lacked quantity 

and quality. 

 This problem came to the attention of Edith Florence (Lady Grant Duff), C.B.E. 1918. Born in 1877, 

she was the eldest daughter of Sir Geo. Bonham, 2 bt. was married in 1900 to Sir Evelyn Mountstuart 

Grant Duff, K.C.M.G. and was a Dame of Grace of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem.  She determined 

that Switzerland seemed to be the quickest channel of communication and in the Autumn of 1914 

organised a small depot linked to the French “Bureau de Secours” at the British Legation in Bern.  Later, 

 
 

                
Fig 1 Letter to British Prisoners of War Bread Committee c/o 
Lady Grant Duff in Switzerland. Manchester cancellation 
8.PM 14th September 1916, 2½d blue definitive stamp. 
Opened by Censor P.W. 5. This Prisoner of War (P.W.) 
censor label was only used by British censors in London. By 
September 1916 there were 300 lady examiners in the P.W. 
Department in the Strand. Examiners put their initials on the 
correspondence, normally in blue or purple pencil  - See 
examiner's initials at bottom left – 'HC'. I know of no 
satisfactory explanation or the significance of the red letter 
'A'.  

 
Fig 2 Change of address card. posted 16th October 1916 
from Bureau de Secours aux Prisonniers de Guerre. British 
Section Berne regarding 6425 Private E.Burns XX Hussars 
to Mr. Trevor Cook, Market Drayton, Shropshire. 
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on 29th April 1915, she founded the British Section of the Bureau de Secours aux Prisonniers de Guerre. 

 Lady Grant Duff was appointed the President of the British Section, whose other founding 

members were: Military Attaché: Lieut.-Colonel. H.P. Picot, Hon. Secretary: Mr. P. Grand d'Hauteville, 

Hon. Secretary: Mr. J. R. Clarke, and Hon. Treasurer: Mr. L. Buchmann.  It was decided that the British 

Section would devote itself almost exclusively to the weekly sending of bread to British Prisoners of War in 

Germany.  

 Figs.1 and 2 show a letter from Manchester addressed to the “British Prisoners of War Bread 

Committee” in Berne and a card from the Bureau's British Section notifying a change of address of POWs. 

 A notice was posted in several U.K. daily newspapers: "Those who wish to send bread to POWs in 

Germany and to ensure its fresh arrival and in good condition, should send 4/-, with the name and address 

of the prisoner that should receive the bread.  Send to Mrs Grant Duff's Committee, The British Legation, 

Berne.  This will secure one man an adequate amount of bread for four weeks".  There were thousands of 

applications, each with 4/-.  Accounts were opened for all of these private individuals.  Cards were sent by 

the Bureau to notify donors that their money had been received (Fig. 3). 

 The printed advice 

on the address side of the 

card illustrated states:  1. 

To avoid delay it is best 

for small sums to be 

remitted per postal order 

with letter, larger sums 

per cheques.  Money 

orders (which have to be 

sent through the Post 

Office apart from the 

sender's letter) entail 

much delay.  2. The first 

parcel is despatched from 

Berne one week after 

receipt of order, i.e. about 

15 days after letter has 

left England.  The 

subsequent parcels leave 

each week on the same 

day.  3. The receipt of 

prisoner's answer must 

not be expected in 

England for at least a month.  4. It is therefore advisable for subscribers to renew their orders before the 

end of the 4 weeks, to avoid a break in the despatch of parcels.  5. It is essential to repeat prisoners' names 

and addresses in full with every communication.  6. Please note that The postage to Switzerland is 2½d. 

 The difference in wording of the printed advice on an earlier card (December 1915) provides some 

insight into the experiences encountered by the Bureau.  The earlier wording estimates that the order 

would normally be received ten days (not fifteen days) after leaving England.  An additional sentence was 

included in the earlier version - “Parcels take 5 – 6 days to reach Camp, but as a prisoner cannot always 

write immediately and his post card is usually kept 10 days before being posted.”  The reference to 

“repeating prisoners' names and addresses” was not on the earlier card. 

 With the help of a few ladies the first consignment of bread was ready for dispatch.  This consisted 

of fifteen small parcels weighing about 8lb each for POWs in Germany.  These parcels were dispatched to 

each individual separately, unlike some organisations who sent large consignments to a particular camp 

and not all of the consignment arrived.  The Swiss and German authorities offered the Bureau free 

transportation. 

 The supply of flour was a problem, and in May 1915, arrangements were made with H.M.'s Consul-

General at Marseilles for the purchase and transport of regular consignments.  This flour was of the 

 
Fig 3 Address and message sides of a Pre-printed, hand-numbered Receipt card number 
16966 from Switzerland to England, acknowledging receipt from the donor of 4/- for bread 
that will be sent according to her instructions to Private W. Gray.  Sent 7th February 1916. 
Printed “With the thanks of the Committee.” and signed by the Honorary Secretary. 
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standard fixed by the French Government for consumption in France.  The loaves were baked for twenty 

minutes longer than customary and were calculated to remain in good condition from four to six weeks.  

The period varied according to the season; however, failures were inevitable. 

 Notification Cards were sent to the POWs 

from the Bureau to inform them that they would be 

in receipt of bread (Fig. 4).  Reply cards were 

enclosed to acknowledge receipt of the bread and 

other goods (Figs. 5, 6 and 7).  The cards were 

normally only sent in every sixth package.  The 

POWs were asked to return them to Bern, so they 

could keep track of soldiers' movements and 

determine how many individual packages actually 

arrived and if they were in good condition. 

 By 1st August 1915, the work had assumed 

such proportions that sub-depots became 

necessary.  On 1st September sub-depots C, D and 

E were added to the existing A & B and on 1st 

November 1915 Sub-depot F was opened (Ref. the 

large letter on some cards returned from 

Germany).  The bread was taken by road or rail to 

Frankfurt where another Red Cross Bureau had 

been set up, and from there to the various POW camps.  In May 1916, 6,400 loaves were dispatched daily. 

In 1917 arrangements were made to receive Canadian flour via Le Havre. 

 With the increased demand, fresh quarters had to be found for the Bureau and a range of 8 shops in 

Helvetia Strasse, together with a large music-hall were rented in Bern. The administration remained at 

the Bern Legation, until November 1915, when a large apartment, and later the whole house, was secured.  

The Bureau was managed personally by Lady Grant Duff with 8 departments: 1. Secretarial, 2 & 3. 

Correspondence with Regimental Committees, 4 & 5. Correspondence with Private Subscribers, 6. Card 

Indexing, 7. Files and 8. Finance and Supply. 

 
Fig 4 Address and message sides of a Pre-printed Notification Card from 
Section Anglaise of the Bureau to Germany. Card dated 15th August 1916 
(Bern arrival cancellation 14th August 1916) addressed to 6906 Private 
N.J.Milton Royal Naval Division R. Sussex Regiment. Donor – R. Sussex 
Committee. To advise sending weekly parcel of 2 Breads. Note instructions - 
"If you are receiving more than one weekly parcel of bread please give the 
second parcel to a comrade in your camp receiving nothing.” and printed 
“Inside the parcel you will find an addressed postcard to enable you to let us 
know you have received the parcel.” and “Please notify us at once of any 
change in your address.” 

 
 

 
Fig 5 Message side of Pre-printed Receipt Card dated  25th 
August 1916 returned to Section Anglaise of the Bureau in 
Berne on 12th September 1916.  The message on the reverse 
side confirms that 7879 L. Cpl. F. Wilson had received a parcel 
of Bread no. 2706 in good condition.  The large hand-stamped 
letter 'F' refers to Sub-depot F. 
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 In 1918 a biscuit was evolved to supplement the bread 

which it was hoped would eventually take the place of bread.  

With the addition of water, it could be made as soft and 

palatable as fresh bread, whilst it also had the advantage of 

keeping fresh for an indefinite period. 

 In July 1915 - 13,000 British POWs in Germany were in 

receipt of weekly bread parcels.  In January 1916 - 19,200, in 

September 1916 - 30,000 and eventually in November 1918 - 

100,000.  In 1918 the distribution lines were redrawn and Bern 

took responsibility for two-thirds of the camps and Copenhagen 

took charge of one-third (from late 1916, Copenhagen also 

supplied some bread). 

Other Goods.  In May 1915, under the same name, another 

Committee was formed, under the patronage of Lady Grant 

Duff: President, Lady Rumbold, Lord Acton, Mr Arthur 

Mayhew, and Miss Nesta Sawyer with the purpose of aiding 

Prisoners of War in Germany and facilitating the sending of 

parcels.  The Committee undertook to buy goods in Switzerland 

and elsewhere to be sent to the prisoners, thus avoiding the 

delay of sending parcels from the UK via France. 

 

References 

The Internment in Switzerland by Lieut-Colonel H.P. Picot 

C.B.E. 1919. 

British Censorship of Civil Mails During World War I, 1914 – 
1919 by Graham Mark (references to censorship from London 

and mail from U.K. to British Legation, Bern). 

The Times Newspaper (Digital Archives), Imperial War 

Museum Website and the National Archives, Kew. 

 

 
Fig. 6 Address and message sides of a red-brown Pre-printed Receipt Card 
dated 23rd August 1916 returned to Section Anglaise of the Bureau in Berne 
with message: 'I received two Breads in good condition'. G sub-depot. Posted 
from Germany 12th September 1916. Rubber stamp applied – Spandina and 
College Toronto Canada (any explanation?). Sub-Depot G opened sometime 
after 1st Nov. 1915. 

 

 
Fig. 7 Message side of a red-brown Pre-printed 
Receipt Card dated 12th January 1917 returned 
to Section Anglaise of the Bureau in Berne with 
message - 'I herewith beg to acknowledge 
receipt of your parcel which arrived on 29th 
January 1917 in good condition'. Additional 
remark - 'Please send Sugar instead of Cocoa'. 
Name and Regimental number section not 
completed. 
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Landi ’39: Part II 

(continued from page 2) of the Enge venue (see Figure 24, the Höhen-

strasse is the structure at the bottom center).  The walkway passed 

through several buildings along its path, the first of which was 

grouping called the Heimat und Volk (Homeland and the People) 

buildings.  The theme of this grouping was Our Land, Our People, 

Social Welfare, the Living Confederation, Defense, Work and In-

dustry, 

Honor, and 

The Oath.  

This se-

quence of 

exhibits set 

the stage 

for the Lan-

di by re-

minding the 

visitor of his 

heritage 

and duty. 

  

 

 The first exhibit the visitor encountered was a 150-

foot-long mural entitled “In Labore Pax” (In Hardship Peace) 

by Otto Baumburger (Figure 29).  This mural traced the his-

tory of Swiss Confederation from its inception in 1291 to the 

present day. 

 The Wehrwille (Defense) exhibit confronted the visi-

tor with a larger-than-life statue of a Swiss man donning his 

army uniform in front of a simple statement “650 Jahre” 

(650 Years), reminding the visitor that the defense of the 

Confederation has been a way of life for 650 years (Figure 

30).   On the wall on either side of the statue were state-

ments from 1291 – “With all our might and effort against all 

aggressors” – and 1939 – “Every Swiss is liable for military 

service”.  
Fig. 27. Special cancel used at the  
Eingang Enge Post Office 

Fig. 23. The Enge venue, looking north.   

(Z 6087,  Photo Swissair) 

 

 Fig. 24.  The Enge venue, looking south.  

(L.A. 83, Photoglob) 

 

Fig. 25. The Riesbach venue looking north.   

(Z 6077, Photo Swissair) 

Fig. 26. Enge entrance plaza – note cable car 

(L.A. 310, J. Gaberell). 
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 The final room in the Heimat und Volk group was the Gelöbnis (Taking the Oath) exhibit (Figure 

31).  On the end wall was a drawing of the legendary three Swiss patriots taking their oath of confedera-

tion in the meadow at Rütli in 1291.  The wall to the left bore a drawing of a Swiss family and a Christian 

cross.  The flags of Switzerland and the Red Cross were draped next to the drawings. 

 Exiting 

the Heimat 

und Volk group 

the visitor 

came to a long, 

open stretch of 

the walkway 

called the 

Fähnlistrasse 

(Flag Street) 

decorated with 

cantonal flags 

on the sides 

and hundreds 

of flags of the 

various Swiss Gemeinden (communities) above (Figure 32). 

 At the end of the Höhenstrasse a ramp brought the visitor 

back to ground level at the Festplatz (Festival Plaza).  The ramp 

was bordered by banners of the cantons and ended by passing under 

a large glockenspiel with 17 bells and a large clock (Figure 33). 

Fig. 28.The Eingang Enge Post Office. 

Fig. 31. Gelöbnis exhibit – note person at far right 
(L.A. 674, Photo-Rotation, W. Pleyer). 

Fig. 29. “In Labore Pax” mural  (L.A. 384, J. Gaberell). 

Fig. 30. Wehrwille exhibit (L.A. 101, Photoglob). 

Fig. 32. The Fähnlistrasse  (L.A. 16, Photoglob). 

Fig. 33. Southern end of the Höhen-
strasse and the glockenspiel 
(L.A. 30, Photoglob). 
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 To the left of the Höhenstrasse ramp was the Landi hotel, the Schweizerhof.  The hotel had 200 beds 

on three floors plus a restaurant, dance floor, bar, and an outdoor dining terrace overlooking the lake.  A 

tourist bureau was attached to the hotel and included an auditorium for presentations. 

 Around the Festplatz was a Conditorei (pa-

stry shop) and a complex of buildings called the Zubereiten und Essen (Food Preparation and Dining).  This 

complex included the Terrassenrestaurant, the Bierhaus, the Kaffee-Schiff, and the Alkoholfreies Restau-

rant (Terrace Restaurant, Beer Hall, Coffee Ship, and the Alcohol-free restaurant).  In the center of the 

complex the visitor could find a tobacco exhibit and the Vergnügungs-Palais.  Around the outside of the 

complex was a series of 11 demonstration food preparation areas, including bread making, butchers, can-

ning, chocolate, and pastries. 

The Terrace Restaurant had seating for 

1,000 guests with a nice view across the Festplatz 

or the lake (Figure 34).  The ferry dock was located 

between the Terrace Restaurant and the Beer 

Hall.  The ferry can be seen leaving the dock in the 

figure.  There was seating for 1,400 patrons in the 

Beer Hall. 

 The Coffee Ship (Figure 35) was docked on 

the opposite side of the Beer Hall from the ferry 

dock.  Here the visitor could enjoy a cup of coffee 

while bobbing on the waters of the lake. 

 The Alcohol-free Restaurant was run by the 

Zürich Women’s Temperance League.  It was a 

self-service cafeteria which could be accessed ei-

ther from the Höhenstrasse or from the Festplatz. 

 The Vergnügungs-Palais (Pleasure Palace) 

was a dual-purpose building.  One half of the building housed a festival area while the other half housed a 

night club called the Palais (Palace).  The Palais featured a dance floor under a sliding roof so that the pa-

trons could “dance under the stars” in good weather.  The Palais was decorated in classic 1930s Art Deco 

style (Figure 36).  Patronage totaled 468,700 during the Landi. 

The references for the whole series of articles were published at the end of Part I.  They will be repeated at 
the end of Part IV.    (To be continued) 

 

Fig. 34. The Terrace Restaurant and Bänninger’s statue, Pferd 
und Mann (L.A. 369, J. Gaberell). 

Fig. 36. Interior of the Palais night club 
(L.A. 69, Photoglob). 

Fig. 35. The Coffee Ship (L.A. 34, Photoglob). 

I need to purchase for exhibit of Swiss domestic postal 
money order forms (postanweisungen, Zumstein statio-
nery catalog pages 232-243) used examples of the green 
40c and blue 15c.  Send offers to Harlan Stone at ad-
dresses in list of AHPS officers. 

Any member can run a one-inch noncommercial 

philatelic mini-ad in TELL twice a year.  Some 

people use this feature of their membership to 

run one two-inch ad. 
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Matterhorn Meanderings 
by Richard T. Hall 

Those of you who collect Swiss lake mail are in for a treat 

with this year’s Pro Patria stamps to be issued on May 5.  Four of 

the legendary lake steamers are shown – the Blümlisalp, the Gal-

lia, the Piemonte, and the La Suisse – in picture postcard settings.  

Figure 1 shows 

the Blümlisalp on 

Lake Thun.  If you 

have covers car-

ried by any of 

these ships, one of 

these stamps 

would make a nice 

complement to 

your title page.  

And if you are not so lucky, you can produce nice covers with K-cancels from towns on the respective lakes.  

For example, the K-cancel from Merligen (K105a) shows a lake steamer on Lake Thun (Figure 2). The K-

cancel from Vira (Gambarogno) (K165a), while not showing a lake steamer, promotes its location on Lake 

Maggiore where the Piemonte sails (Figure 3).  The K-cancel from Gersau (K239b) shows a lake steamer on 

the Vierwaldstättersee (Lake of Four Cantons) upon which the Gallia sails (Figure 4).  Lastly, the K-cancel 

from Morges (K1353) publicizes its harbor on the Lake of Geneva where the La Suisse sails (Figure 5). 

 
Fig. 1.  The Blümlisalp 

 
Fig. 2.  Merligen K-cancel 

 
Fig. 4.  Cover with Gersau K-cancel 

 
Fig. 5.  Cover with Morges K-cancel 

 
Fig. 3. Vira K-cancel 

 
Fig. 7.  Smoking Room of the Blümlisalp 

 
Fig. 6.  First class dining room of the Blümlisalp 
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The Blümlisalp was built by the firm A.-G. Der Maschinenfabriken von Escher Wyss & Cie and was 

put into service on July 31, 1906, on Lakes Thun and Brienz.  Its displacement is 283 tons with a overall 

length of 60 meters and a breadth of 6.80 meters.  These data are taken from the April 13, 1907, issue of 

the Schweizerische Bauzeitung, Volume 49, Number 15, which I have downloaded from the website of the 

Konsortiums der Schweizer Hochschulbibliotheken, http://retro.seals.ch.  Figures 6 and 7, taken from that 

article, show the first class dining roomand the smoking room, all as they were when the ship was new.  

Figures 8 shows a drawing of the ship.   (Continued on page 15) 

 

 
Fig. 8.  The plans of the Blümlisalp 

  I. G. STAMPS   SWITZERLAND 

  Please visit my Web site: http:www.igstamps.com 
• Over 6000 offers of Swiss stamps and Postal history. 

• Each item has a brief description and picture. 

• You can search for your particular collecting interest. 

• As not all my stock will be listed I welcome your wants list. 

• Those members who do not have a computer please contact me.  I will send you a 
printed copy of your collecting interests. 

Ian Gilchrist, I. G. Stamps, PO Box 15, Harrogate HG11 1SL, England 

E Mail admin@igstamps.com 
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AHPS Convention at 

NAPEX 2011: June 3-5 
(Continued from page 3) 

Friday, June 3 

• 2:00 – 4:00 pm: Seminar: 1913 Swiss Pioneer 

Flights, George Struble; Unusual Swiss Finds with 

Good Stories, Ian Gilchrist. Open show-and-tell, Q 

& A time 

• Evening: AHPS dinner (check AHPS host table 

for time and place) 

Saturday, June 4 

• 10:00 am: AHPS General Meeting – everyone 

welcome! 

• 11:00 am: Switzerland: A Panorama of Its 

Stamps, Harlan Stone 

• Evening: Awards reception and banquet (pur-

chase tickets from NAPEX) 

Sunday, June 5 

• 9:00 am: Swap Session 

 Also meeting at the show are United Na-

tions collectors and astrophilatelists.  

 NAPEX is one of the top national shows in 

the United States and draws top dealers and col-

lectors from the east coast and across the country. 

Come for a great philatelic weekend. 

 Cheryl Ganz, cherylganz@yahoo.com 

 

President’s Column 

 (Continued from page 3)  Also not to be 

missed will be the AHPS Seminar Friday after-

noon.  George Struble will discuss his remarkable 

collection of Swiss pioneer flights, and Ian Gilchr-

ist, the eminent British dealer in Swiss stamps 

and postal history, will discuss some of the re-

markable finds he has made over the years.  You, 

too, are encouraged to bring an item with a good 

story for show and tell.   

 In addition, we expect a major announce-

ment of a new AHPS publication concerning the 

official stamps of the Industrielle Kriegswirtschaft 

(IKW) or Industrial War Labor Board, a difficult 

area of World War I era Swiss philately which has 

long been cursed with forged overprints. 

 Any of you with suggestions for the good of 

the AHPS,  please  do  not  hesitate  to  talk  to  the  

officers    at   the   convention    or   e-mail   me    at  

rzeigler@zcklaw.com.  See you at NAPEX! 

 Best regards, 

  Bob Zeigler 

  AHPS President 

 

 

 

 

Swiss Postal Stationery Collectors Society 
 

 

Inquiries or Membership:  

    Albrik J. Wiederkehr, Rue du Carroz 5, CH-1278 La Rippe 
    E-mail: albrikwi@bluewin.ch 
Website: http://www.ganzsachen.ch 
 

BUYING / SELLING 
WORLD COINS 

Specializing in coins and medals of 

SWITZERLAND 
 

U.S. Distributor of 
Modern Schützentaler 

 

Craig Keplinger 
Keplinger World Coins 

P O Box 5123 
CORALVILLE IA 52241 

Website: www.numiswiss.com 
PH: (319)339-9447; FAX: (319)339-9465 

Email: keplingercoins@mchsi.com 
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AHPS Website: http://www.swiss-stamps.org 

The American Helvetia Philatelic Society 

(AHPS) is a non-profit educational organ-

ization with IRS 501(c)3 status.  AHPS is 

dedicated to the advancement of Swiss 

philately and building a community of 

members who share an interest in Swiss 

philately. 

TELL is the primary means of communication 

among AHPS members.  The goals of TELL 

are 

• inform its readers about Swiss philately 

• support the activities of AHPS 

• provide publishing opportunities for 

research in Swiss philately 

• serve needs of AHPS members 

 

Plan to attend/exhibit at these AHPS 

conventions and shows: 

June 3-5, 2011: NAPEX – Washington, DC; 

Contact Cheryl Ganz cherylganz@yahoo.com.  

See  page 3. 

Apr. 27-29, 2012: WESTPEX – San Francisco, 

CA 

2013: TEXPEX – Dallas, TX 
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Matterhorn Meanderings 
(Continued from page 12) And for those of you who collect the Pro Juventutes, I just received two 

new books which you might want to add to your library.  Both books are by Hubert Schad; one treats the 

Pro Juventute Briefli (Figure 9) and the other the Pro Juventute postcards (Figure 10).  These two books 

are long-overdue replacements to the listings of these items in Hans Schwarzenbach’s Ersttag- und Spe-

zialkatalog Schweiz – Liechtenstein – UNO Genf which came out in 1984. 

 The Pro Juventute Briefli book is 5.8 x 8.3 inches in size with 88 pages.  In addition to color illu-

strations of the cachets on the little envelopes (Figure 11) it also includes color illustrations of the little 

greeting cards one enclosed in the envelope (Figure 12).  As you can see from the illustration of the greeting 

cards, there were several available for each year the cards were issued.  Also included in the book are color 

illustrations of the envelopes in which the cards and Briefli were sold, the booklets given to members of the 

December Fund, and a listing of the machine cancels in use during the annual campaigns. 

 The Pro Juventute Postcard book is the same size as the Briefli book but has 129 pages.  In addi-

tion to color illustrations of the postcards (Figure 13 – a great improvement over the old catalog which just 

listed the titles of the pictures – color illustrations of the envelopes in which the postcards were sold (Fig-

ure 14).  As you can see in Figure 14, Herr Schad is 

missing some items, in this case the envelope for 

the 1933 postcards.  Also included in the book are 

biographies of all the artists whose works were re-

produced on the postcards and a listing of the ma-

chine cancels in used during the annual campaign. 

Each book costs CHF 40.00 plus postage.  I 

bought my copies from Rolf Rölli who is a member 

of the AHPS and an advertiser in TELL.  Both 

books are absolute musts if you collect these two 

sidelines to a Pro Juventute collection. 

 
Fig. 9.  The cover of the Briefli book. 

 
Fig. 10.  The Pro Juventute postcards book 
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Fig. 11.  Cachets from the Briefli book 

 
Fig. 13.  Color illustrations of the postcards 

 
Fig. 12.  A page of the Pro Juventute postcards book 

 
Fig. 14.  The envelopes in which the postcards were sold 
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